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We know that COVID-19 is more easily transmitted in closed areas than outdoors.  

Case in point: Restaurants. Indoor dining was one of the first things to go when the pandemic hit, but it 

wasn’t long before public health experts gave the green light to open-air patios ‒ and the restaurant 

industry (plus their loyal customer base) was quick to adapt. 

Another perfect example? Classrooms. Recent reports from Harvard University and a group of Ontario 

hospitals have recommended moving classes outside when possible because the risk of transmitting 

COVID-19 is much lower there. 

Since summer, we’ve seen outdoor elementary school classrooms, outdoor fitness classes, even outdoor 

university lectures. 

Problem is, tolerable temperatures for outdoor learning don’t last long in most of Canada and the 

Northeastern U.S.A., and unfortunately, COVID-19 isn’t going anywhere soon. 

But that doesn’t have to mean class is cancelled. 

Because ventilation and air flow inside of a dome is close to outdoor conditions, domes are being pegged 

by some engineers as a solution for cities and educational institutions searching for reliable clean air. 

https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/is-it-safe-to-dine-on-a-patio-during-covid-19-1.4972610
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-classes-move-outdoors-to-prevent-covid-19-spread/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/safer-than-being-inside-outdoor-classrooms-taking-shape-in-toronto-amid-covid-19-1.5721433
https://www.blogto.com/sports_play/2020/07/gyms-toronto-now-doing-outdoor-fitness-classes/
https://chicago.suntimes.com/education/2020/9/29/21492273/columbia-college-faculty-students-learning-coronavirus-union-remote
https://chicago.suntimes.com/education/2020/9/29/21492273/columbia-college-faculty-students-learning-coronavirus-union-remote


Plus, domes aren’t just safe alternatives to classrooms! Last spring, Columbia University quickly 

transitioned its upper Manhattan soccer dome into a 288-bed field hospital. And in China, where air 

quality has long been an issue, domes have been used as safe alternatives to outdoor spaces for years. 

“I think everyone understands and agrees that the best alternative is to be outside as far as the COVID-19 

situation goes,” said Farley Group president and CEO John Simpell. “But now that everyone is being 

forced inside, the focus is on finding safe alternatives.” 

When it comes to reducing the risk of transmission, being in a dome could be the closest thing to being 

outside – and the safest way to keep learning, training, and other in-person activities alive over the 

coming winter. 

Read More: “Domes could be a key to keeping activities alive over winter” [Kitchener Record] 

Throughout the process, The Farley Group is here to help along the way. You can research at 

your own pace in our digital resource library, and when you’re ready, reach out to us to discuss 

how to make your unique dome vision a reality. 

https://www.therecord.com/news/waterloo-region/2020/10/13/dome-could-be-a-key-to-keeping-activities-alive-over-winter.html
https://go.thefarleygroup.com/resource-library/?utm_source=resource-library&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=domes-safe-covid-19

